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Extensive aealer in fresh f f sh .  i:as 

frertzinp and storace e8tablishment. 

:?ot over  5 t o n s  each of whitefish and 

salmon t r o u t  abe broupht i n t o  Toroqto and 

Hamilton a year,  cancht i n  t h ~  'Prestern part 

of Lake Ontario, 

There are  2 fiskrerrrien on Toronto Is land 

who have always dericnded ofi fishin~---Villiam 

Ward anti m. blontC;ornery. 

The next nearest fishermen to the east are 

at Frenchman's La$, about 10 miles fror, Toronto 

tie thinks t h e r e  is one botit at this place ,  with 

3'or 4 men, 

Some m a l l  rigs f i s h  o f f  n i t b y  a part of 

the t i m e .  They do not keep at it steady and 

maire  only small aatches. 

On &adit  River ,  west o f  Toronto, a man 
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by the name of ??oars@ keeps  a h o t e l  and c a r r i e s  

on f i s h i n r ,  Sea salmon used to run up t h i a  

rive]?, but have not  for 15 o r  20 years. 

Oakville, about, 30 m i l e s  we8t /of Toronto, 

had rai.her an extensive fishery for c i s c o  about 

3 or 4 years aTo, bgt Rnovs nothing about i ts  

condition at present, 

Furlineton Fe;!ch is nsxt ,  about 5 miles 

f r o m  Hamilton. 

The f i s ’ t e r y  overseer of‘ this d i s t r i c t ,  Kr. 

~ ~ l l a r e l l ,  lives a t  b l i n p t o n ,  2 mi les  beyond 

the c i t y  limits of‘ Toronto,  

The whi tef i sh  (amount above mentioned) are 

taken mostly off Toronto Tsland in seines, 

which are hauled over ari 8-88 reachinq about 

l/Z? ?nile off shore. 

200 yards l o w :  t h e m  are not l a rps  seines .  

The law defines the? s i z s  of mesh in the wines 

at not less than 4 inchss. 

Rcch aeine measure8 about 

The whitefish a re  caucht only i n  June snd 

bocinninq of J u l y .  Too many small ones u m  
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taken. They run  f"*on: I t,o 3 p'ounds in weirht 

and sometimes Ret them neichinr less than 1 fb ,  

Has no information about t h e  spanniq,.: of 

the arhitefish here. There are 60 regula?- 

breeding places here so far as he knows. 

Any decrease of whitefTsh coald not  be 

ascribed to the presence of m n y  8teamr8, as 

the fishinpfpounds are not disturbed by s t e m -  

ers, which run inside, not outside, the is land.  

G W  

P. 

Have tried p i l l  nets for  e i i t e f i sh  i n  Lhi9 

locality, but R i t l i m t  succe(l8. Endinr 80me G 

or 8 years aco, there was a fishery f o r  white 

fish ofr' the mouth of' t h e  'fjaeara River, which 

had contfnued for  3 OP 4 years, with some suc- 

cess. They Eat whitefish wcIp$ing from 2 to 

5 pounds apiece, but nothinf: is done now. 

There has been very poor f i sh inr  for whfte 

fish about Toronto for 20 year8 past .  

years afo and previously %he l oca l  Toronto 

m a r k e t  wag supplied by fishemneq on Toronto 

Island. !!%ere were t; o r  8 r e p l a r  p r t i o s  

Thirty 



located there,  each cons?-atinr: of 4 to 6 men. 

They used se%nes principally. men the  fish 

became searoe hero most  of the men went to 

Caorrian 7,ay. They used t o  brinP t h e i r  fish 

into a little m a r k e t  near \where !!r. POSt’8 

pr9sent  es t sb l i  8hment 1 s locat e5. 

There has aFpa-.-ently been more deCr=eE8e in 

t h i s  district than olseitrhere i n  Lake Ont8riO on 

the  Canadian a i d e .  This may not,  however, be 

entirely true. 

The r i l l  net8 f o r  vrh i te f i sh  formerly used 

here had a mesh oj ’  4 t o  4 L/2 inches.  

The principal cause of t he  decrease of 

whi tef i sh  has been the catahinq of too many 

fish of‘ immature size. ThInka no whitef’ish 

ander 2 1/2 pounds spawn. They have always 

cauyht Croat  numbers of’ 8:I:all whitefish, 

Increased n a v f p t i o n  may have had somethinp to 

do w i t h  it, but hs does not think so. 

(They arc a l s o  CatChinr too  many small 

f i sh  I n  Georfiarl Fay. mitefish especially 
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are Fraduafly tkiinnj nf. O U G  all the t imc ; sclmor 

trout to a leas e x t d n t .  He is receiving much 

smaller f'isli now L'ron G B O F I  ian Fay t han  he usec 

t o . )  

s i n e 3  i:ici? i ~ ,  has been  reGuced to 4 1/2 and 

no:.; + ~ $ t t i ? ~  a-3  sori, w i l l  rlot carry so well, 

anci urF" n o t  so markezable. There is more 

v a l m  f o p  evi .~*ybocly in large and mature f i s h .  

The F,uffalo Fish Co. aay they have lt&t,ely 

been r-sttirit; more m a l l  whitefish than they can 

readily handle. 



Thirty-five years azo, whitsf'isk! in 

~ ~ ~ e a y i a n  Ray woxld average about 4 1/2 pounds 

apiece. Trout ~ ~ ( r l r r e d  Thief12 from 3 to 6 

pounds, arxl some would PO up to 50 pounds. 

:iow whi tef i sh  amrare  about 2 l/z pounds, 

apiece, an& many t r o a t  ai-e oaLlfht under 1 

then f o r m e r l y  . 'Tow market large quantities 

rnich t 5 e  :ishermen would have thrown away 

before. The t rou t  can hold t he i r  OI'JQ, however, 

better than the -hitei ' iah. 

Used to catch t h e i r  fish (Georr-ian fay) 

in a coarse net  nude 0:' 'To. 35 t w i n e .  ?\?On 

use about !lo. GO twine,  ana three times the 

quantity of net t u  catch the s m e  a-xmnt of 

fish. 30 to 35 years a ~ o  t h e y  employed 4,000 

yards of c i l l  n e t ,  of 5 1/4 inch mesh, t o  a 

boat. !lorn t h e y  &e over 8,000 yards to each 

of ths small boats OF s a i l  boats, the tugs 

employin€ more. The mesh E; nav; about 4 1 1 2  

inches.  mile usinr mor2 t h a n  double t h e  



7 

qdantity of ncttiny,,  each boat does not average 

as many i'lah, but  t h e m  w e  nore ooats enga{yed 

in the business. 

Geori ian ~ e y  tias always been and st i l l  is 

the place xiiertf wh izc f i  sh ani1 sa lmon  f roa t  

abounu most, sdpplj-. more 01' those f i s h  t-:an 
I 

size. 

liot over 5 tons ol' salmon trout a r e  caught 

annually i n  Lhe wesLern p a r t  of Lake  Ontar io ,  

between %hitby  and the  '4iaG:ar-a. Of th i s  

quantitg the  ftsl-iermn on Toronto  Island may 

obtain 3 or 4 Lons. 

From 5,000 to 4,000 yarUs of cill nets  are 

used by the 2 men on Toronto Island. T!iey Ere 

s e t  sometimes 8 s  f a *  oft' island a8 S LO 10 

f '  0 

milea, but  there are  so f er  f i a h  t h e y  have 

little encouracement to continue the business. 



p w t  (In C:eoa.,-ian hay, each boat has from 

7 16,000 to 20,000 yarcio of' gill n e t s ,  workcir 
L/ 

p-robably in 4 ganrrs, 2 org 3 of which only may 

bo in t h e  water at once ) .  

T h e y  bei-in f i s h i n ,  i'or white; ' ish anci t rou t  

off' 'i'oronto i n  October. They are oblii ;cd t o  

intermit r'overnber., tsdt I>j.s:i more 0.- less all 

* in te r  as the  weather permits. Ttie l a k e  Clot38 

Lc/r Ir' 
#& s d  

niicht g e t  more I ish, bilt Lhey do not seem d i s -  

posoci to do so. 

't'lze~ usa p r i n c i T l a l l y  5 and G i n c h  meah far 

In Lake Ontario the  ill neL n:esh i'or 

w h i t s i ' i s i i  shotnld be 4 i/2 inches, and for 

trout, 5 1/2 1,o 6 inches. 
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that rei-iog. Thinks tlie larger cisco may be 

a d i s  L i n c t  spec ies .  

‘they w e  not now ca tch inp  over 1/3 as many 

cisco to a boat. u s  t h e y  were 5 years atyo, zrrd 

there a m  not so many fi8Iiinc f o r  them, they 

have becomo so scarce. This statement applies 

Q to  he entire retTion f‘rop, Toronto t o  Han:iIton. 

Could n0.i ea? ghat should be the proper 

mesh Cor takinc a i seo .  Thinks, howevsr, that  

it could mot be fncreased above 2 1/2 inches. 
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All of' LIic  c i s c o  he k r i o * ~ s  oi' corn? f r o m  
n( 

Lake Ontario. They arc- fished for. f r o m  

other times 01' the  ) e a r ,  but cannot be handled 

few are  brought in. L J O ~ S  not  know of' ti-.;t,.ir 

i h e y  used to t i i k e  i!.lcn exteneivaly i n  t>:e recinn 

about 2asc 'E'inccnt. 

!:ot o v e r  50 b o k t s  i ' ish :'or c i s c o  bet ,ectn 

seg.;rlarly. Theyrl;lrse 3i30Llt 4,000 to 6,000 

yarde of frill n e t  to ezch boat. T!:ese n e t s  

G i l l  nebs  a m  not  e q 4 o g e d  l'or cat3liinr 

other   ish than   he above, e x c q t  that d f e w  

short, ones a m  set  in bays and inlets fo - r ike.  

T h 3 i P  use for  ilLis p~:r*pose ha8 been rrohibited 

a~ounci. Toronto Island in order t o  preserve this 

s p e c i m  t h r e  for sport fiahing. This is a 



%ey 21-3 2 l i c t l e  l a r t - e r  i’ ish than the average 

a l i k e  in a l l .  



The l a a  ~17~113 f o r  8 4 i qch  mesh, biit it has n o t  
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are limitod. They r an re  in ?reirht from 1/2 



14 

,d pourld t o  3 pounds. 

The sniall rze& i~ d n i n r  m a e h  harm at Port  

Arthur, Lake Superior. 

Siore r i g i d  restrictions would .rork erne we e hardships upon t h e  fisrieri.jr3n for a year or two, 4@ 

b i t  subsequently it W O i I l d  be a l l  f o r  t h e  

better . 
Salrnoq t r o u t  be;-in L O  spawn about October 

22, h u t  do n o t  spawn much unt,il Yovernber 1. 

If the !!lesi.; of ih9 f i l l  nets was anlarFed, 

he xould shor ten  the c l o s e  season. 

VXitei'ish spawn 2 weeks l a t e r  than the 

trout. Cannot do much f i sh inp  in the upper 

lakes af ter  !:ovember 30. * k 

W h i t e f i s h  w i l l  continue spawnin& as l a t e  

as TJovsmber 30. 

The fishermen could not stand a cloae 

season or G weeks, from October 15 t o  7TovemSer 

SO,  il' t h e y  were also o b l i p d  to u8e a ccmyser 

mesh. 



If' t o o  T ~ C ~ I  rua t r - a in t  is plscet i  q?on  the 

The present close seaeon during Vovember 

bo better  I 'or both species ,  whitef ish an8 

t r o u t ,  t,han any other. a r r a y e m n t .  

A Fart of' the  trodt, may ccmg i n  to spam 

the  l a t t e r  part of' Oct,ober (beCinninF: about the 
J. e' 

22nd to 24th). These i'ish average zboct 

C 1/2 pounds i n  w e i r l - ) t ,  and dfffer ::onewhat 

f r o m  those t ! m t  come i n  l a t e r .  T h e y  S ~ W ~ I  on 

honey comb bettor??. 

The trodt.. hoivever, do n o t  need as much 

protection as the whitefish. T h e y  have not 

decreased so much, are  be t t e r  able t o  take care 

01' tfieniselves, and. are more easily propagated, 

thc  fry b e i n p  more l lardy,  e t c .  The Thitefish 
Vhib 

should be more protected,  and t he  c lose  mason 

shotlla c e r t a i n l y  cover c h e i r  8Faw:inF: period to 

a greater extent than with the t rou t .  The f r y  

of the  whftei'iah are more del icate ,  and the 
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restockinm more iS1I'ic ~ ; l t .  b 

tie thi.+.s that the ! ' ~ y  of ? k c ?  t r o u t  J A  
h e s p e c f a l l y  snoilld be held i n  ponds until the 

f a l l  'ef01-3 the) art. rc l sased .  He would do 

fibfl the sr..nic- with tlie v*hi te i i sh  i, p o s s i b l e ,  but 

tkie ~ ! ~ a n c e s  of k e e ~ i  nc ths i ' ry  alive arc? qot. 

so fyoci. 

T h i n k s  tkie f r y  01  he above species 

f& shoald not be planted where t h e  pike, e t c . ,  can 

Pet  at t h e m  w a c i i l y ,  as in the -ray of Qaintb . 
It would be b e t t e r  L O  select places ivherc t h e  

f r y  would not  encounter  so mzny preclaceo.:s 

fishes. Out in the l a k e  it would a l so  be 

danqeroirs f r o m   lie sBlmon trout, e t c .  

Used t o  g e t  sea salmon in l a r m  quantitie8 

i n  the  Don, C v - e c i i t ,  Tobico, Eiimico m d  other  

r i v e r s .  T h e y  iised to he numewus 40 to 50 fF 

years aqo. A pw:i many have been ceu@t w i t b i n  

30 years, and 8ca t t e r in f :  ones down t o  4 or* 5 


